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PUBLIC SCHOOL LIBRARIES ACROSS NEW HAMPSHIRE RECEIVE 

“THE PRIMARY EXPERIENCE” 
 

Tomorrow’s Voters Document the New Hampshire Primary in  
First Statewide Curriculum Resource  

 
CONCORD, NH (Wednesday, November 12, 2008): The New Hampshire Political 
Library and Londonderry Middle School announced today the release of “The Primary 
Experience: Tomorrow’s voters document the N.H primary”. This collaborative 
production of the New Hampshire Political Library and the Londonderry Middle School 
was made possible by a Save Our History community preservation grant from 
HISTORY™. It is the first and only classroom resource specific to the New Hampshire 
primary.  
 
“The Primary Experience” project addresses the need for classroom resources to teach 
future voters about the history and relevance of the New Hampshire presidential primary. 
The recently revised New Hampshire social studies curriculum framework includes the 
history of the New Hampshire primary as part of the U.S. history standards.  
 
“Survival of New Hampshire’s political traditions, like the first-in-the-nation primary, relies 
on the education of tomorrow’s voters about the role our state plays in the national 
presidential election,” says New Hampshire Political Library President & CEO, Michael 
Chaney. “The Save Our History grant provided the resources necessary to produce a 
tangible tool to support teachers and their efforts to educate students about the New 
Hampshire Primary.” 
 
The project, led by Londonderry middle school social studies teachers, engaged a group 
of the school’s students in the planning and production of the video. The new resource 
includes a 30-minute DVD and three coordinated lesson plans, and was shipped free of 
cost to 158 middle school libraries across New Hampshire. Until the release of “The 
Primary Experience” DVD and companion curriculum, there were no classroom 
resources specific to the New Hampshire primary. 
 
“Our social studies staff has found the DVD and its accompanying curriculum to be 
extremely helpful in meeting state benchmarks,” says Andrew Corey, Londonderry 
Middle School Principal. “It was a wonderful experience watching middle school students 
develop a curriculum they felt would assist their peers across the state.” 
 
About the New Hampshire Political Library 
The New Hampshire Political Library is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization working to 
increase civic engagement in the democratic process by promoting and preserving the 
state's unique political traditions and ensuring these traditions are passed on to future 
generations. The Political Library operates the historic Pierce Manse in Concord, New 
Hampshire and offers onsite educational programs and tours for students and the public. 

mailto:mchaney@politicallibrary.org
mailto:acorey@londonderry.org


The Political Library also administers Kids Voting New Hampshire programs in 
communities across the Granite State.   
 
As part of the organization's mission, the Political Library maintains the only 
comprehensive collection of election campaign papers and memorabilia from over half a 
century and provides forums for voters and community leaders to meet Presidential 
candidates. To see the Political Library's online collection or for more information, visit 
www.politicallibrary.org. 
 
About Save Our History 
Save Our History is an Emmy® Award-winning strategic philanthropic initiative of 
HISTORY™ that launched in 1998, designed to further historic preservation and history 
education. The program supplements the teaching of history in America’s classrooms, 
educates the public on the importance of historical preservation and motivates 
communities across the country to help save endangered local historic treasures. The 
Save Our History campaign includes original documentaries, special teacher materials, 
national promotion on HISTORY™, broadband activities in schools, and has worked with 
The Smithsonian Institution, National Park Service, National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, Nation World War II Memorial, American Rivers and The White House 
200th Anniversary.  
 
Additional information about the grassroots Save Our History program, including a 
comprehensive school manual containing suggested lesson plans for grades two 
through 12 and details about working with local preservation organizations can also be 
found at www.saveourhistory.com.  
 
About HISTORY™ 
History™ and History HD™ are the leading destinations for revealing, award-winning, 
original non-fiction series and event-driven specials that connects history with viewers in 
an informative, immersive and entertaining manner across multiple platforms. 
Programming covers a diverse variety of historical genres ranging from military history to 
contemporary history, technology to natural history, as well as science, archaeology and 
pop culture. Among the networks program offerings are hit series such as Ax Men,  
Battle 360, The Universe, Cities of The Underworld and Ice Road Truckers, as well as 
acclaimed specials including King, Life After People, 1968 With Tom Brokaw, Lost Book 
of Nostradamus, Star Wars: The Legacy Revealed and Sherman’s March. History has 
earned four Peabody Awards, four Primetime Emmy® Awards, 12 News & Documentary 
Emmy® Awards and received the prestigious Governor's Award from the Academy of 
Television Arts & Sciences for the network's Save Our History® campaign dedicated to 
historic preservation and history education. Take A Veteran to School Day is the 
network’s latest initiative connecting America’s schools and communities with veterans 
from all wars. History’s website, located at www.History.com, is the definitive historical 
online source that delivers entertaining and informative content featuring broadband 
video, interactive timelines, maps, games podcasts and more. 
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